To M odding Tesk Foroe
Hom:  DegBaglLes

Dae  Jauay 22,2003

Subed: Yexr 2000M odd Véiddion

RECOMMBENDED ACTION:

SCAG sMocdHing Sxtion has completed the initid Year 2000 Vdicktion of the Regond Trangortation Modd.
ModHing Tak Force Membars are asked to review the modd inputs essmptions and vdicktion findngs and
condtiondly gpprove ue of the Regond Trangoortation ModH for the prdiminay andyds of the Regond
Trangortation Plan. The Modding Task Force Shoommittee will work dosdy with SCAG Modding Sdf to
resolve any remaning conoans and reviengpprove the Fnd Year 2000 Modd Vdicdtion Report. The Fnd
Vdication Report will bepresnteda theMarch Megtingof theMocdHing T ask Forcefor gpproval.

SUMMARY:

SCAG performs a validation of its trangportation model at the beginning of every planning
cyclefor the Southern California Region. A planning cycle is typically three to four years,
corresponding to the update cycle of the Regiona Transportation Plan. The“ base year” for
the current planning period is 2000, and year 2030 is the “forecast year”. The model
validation processis a regular and essential modeling sep that supports development of the
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), the Regional Transportation Improvement Program
(RTIP), and the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP).

T he general objective of the 2000 Model Validation effort isto analyze the performance of
SCAG' s Regiona Trangportation Model compared to independent sources of data, such as
traffic counts (ground counts taken along regiona highways within the Region), transt
ridership data, and HPM Shased Vehicle Mile Traveled (VMT) estimates.

In the past, SCAG has prepared a transportation model validation report for each of the
previous planning cycle base years. 1980, 1984, 1987, 1990, 1994, and 1997. The base
year of 2000 now replaces the previous base year of 1997. The Year 2000 Travel Survey
and Year 2000 Census are the primary data sources used to update the trip generation, trip
digribution, and mode choice models. Regional model input assumptions and parameters such
as socioeconomic data, transportation networks, and travel behavior data, established during
the 2000 validation effort, aswell as specific model adjussments made during that effort, will
be applied during the analysis and evaluation of the Regional Transportation Plan (RT P).
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